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I arrived in Japan on October 3, 2011, so when I first heard
about the field trip to Taketa I still had a jet lag and was
overwhelmed by the impressions in this new and completely
different surroundings. Coming to Taketa and examining the
city by foot was a very refreshing, yet intense encounter with
Japanese culture off the hustle and bustle of Tokyo.

I was surprised by the warm and friendly locals, their
support to our project work and their welcoming attitude
towards our group. Things I noted in particular were the
amount of tunnels in the city, the (small) size of the streets
and the beautiful lush green surroundings. During the week
I also enjoyed to experience Japanese lifestyle: having rice
instead of bread and green tea instead of herbal tee for
breakfast, sleeping on a futon instead on a bed and having a
bath in the onsen instead of a shower.

Summing up: the field trip to Taketa left an absolutely
positive image in my mind and showed me a small part of
the diversity Japan has to offer.

(#32) Julia Hollnagel (BEETAZ BERFIZE= 1815812 1 &)
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